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1 . This intemationai preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the Intemationai Burean on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 &>.I(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including !his cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the Intemationai Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the intemationai preHrninary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-estabUshment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemationai apphcation 

Certain observations on the international application 

4. The Intemationai Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bis.3(c) and 9ihis.l but 
not, e.xcept where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
^ the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the, language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. □ This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistaite authorized 

by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1 (a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence discbsed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing^rnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andbr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-35 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Clairhs 


1-35 


Industrial applicability (lA)' 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-35 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : Wd 2005/028056 A 
D2: US 2005/170890 A1 
D3: use 110 041 A 



2 Independent claims 1, 18, 20, 27 and 33 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method for offering a set of recommended games to a person near a gaming 
machine (cf. abstract), the method comprising: 

storing personal game selection information that is useful for selecting a game from 
multiple games for the person (cf. fig.7(64); p.6 1.29-32; p.8 1.31-33; p.13 1.22-32); 

selecting the set of recommended games, from a set of available games, for the 
person using the personal game selection information (cf. fig.4(60); p.8 1.33 - p.9 1.12; 
p.10 1.32- p.11 1.10); and 

displaying the set of recommended games to the person on a video display (cf. fig.5; 
p.6 1.2-1 3) associated with the gaming machine. 

Therefore the subject-matter of independent claim 1 does not satisfy the criterion set 
forth in Article 33(2) PCT regarding novelty. 

It is also pointed out that both documents D2 and D3 also discloses all the features of 
claim 1 . 
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2.2 The above argumentation also applies to independent claims 1 8, 20, 27 and 33 
which seem to relate to the same subject-matter as claim 1. Therefore the subject- 
matter of Independent claims 18, 20, 27 and 33 does not satisfy the criterion set forth 
in Article 33(2) PCT regarding novelty. 



3 Dependent claim 2-17, 19, 21-26, 28-32, 34, 35 

Dependent claims 2-17, 19, 21-26, 28-32, 34, 35 do not contain any features which, 
in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) 
PCT). Ali the additional features of dependent claims 2-17, 19, 21-26, 28-32, 34, 35 
are at least implicitly disclosed in any of the cited documents (see the passages cited 
in the search report) or do relate to the rules of playing games and cannot therefore 
contribute with any inventive subject-matter. 



Re Item VIII. 

4 Although claims 1,18, 20, 27 and 33 have been drafted as separate independent 
claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from 
each other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection 
is sought or in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. 
The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

Independent claims 1,18, 20, 27 and 33 are not in the two-part form in accordance 
with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those fea- 
tures known in combination from the prior art (document D1 ) being placed in the 
preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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